Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



PAGE 01 STATE 215650 
65 

ORIGIN ITFE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO DHA-02 10-10 VO-03 SCA-01 INSE-00 
AID-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO PRS-01 ORM-Ol 
INRE-00 /038 R 

DRAFTED BY IATF:BDRUDIK:SBA 
APPROVED BY IATF:JVTAFT 
D/HA:EGREEN (SUOS) 

D/HA:JCARLIN (SUBS) 

I ATF : RVKEELE Y 

052260 

O 102326Z SEP 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE IMMEDIATE 

CINCPACREP GUAM IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 

CG CAMP PENDLETON IMMEDIATE 

CG FORT CHAFFEE IMMEDIATE 

INDIANTOWN GAP IMMEDIATE 

EGLIN AFB IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 215650 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ICEM TRAVEL ASSISTANCE FOR REPATRIATES 

GREF: (A) CINCPACREP GUAM 310600Z JULY 75 

(B) STATE 192949 

(C) CINCPACREP GUAM 070822Z SEPT. 75 

CD) TELECON DRUDIK-PAUPE 1000 HRS. 10 SEPT. GUAM TIME 

(E) CINCPACREP GUAM 100649Z SEPT. 75 

GUAM FOR PAUPE FROM COL. DRUDIK 
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FOR SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATORS 

1. PER PROPOSAL IN PARAGRAPH FIVE REFERENCE C, IATF MET 
WITH ICEM REPRESENTATIVE, WASHINGTON. D.C.. MR. JACK 
BRATTON TO DISCUSS BEST METHOD OF HANDLING YOUR SUGGESTION. 
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IATF HAS ASKED ICEM TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION AND AGREES 
FULLY THAT YOUR PROPOSAL MAY NOT ONLY BENEFIT THE 21 
REPATRIATES INVOLVED, BUT OTHER REMAINING REPATRIATES AS 
WELL. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE DELICATE RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN THE 
USG AND LAOS, WE HAVE REQUESTED THAT ALL ICEM ACTIVITIES 
RELATIVE TO THE SCHEDULING AND MOVEMENT OF THE SUBJECT 
REPATRIATES BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL WITHIN ICEM AND IN ALL 
USG MESSAGE TRAFFIC. MR. BRATTON HAS BEEN FURTHER ADVISED 
OF OUR DESIRE THAT NO PUBLICITY BE ACCORDED THE ICEM 

EFFORTS. BY LETTER AGREEMENT BETWEEN IATF AND ICEM, IATF 
HAS GUARANTEED ICEM APPROPRIATE FUNDING SHOULD IMMIGRA- 
TION AUTHORITIES IN LAOS REJECT THE 21 IMMEDIATELY UPON 
THEIR ARRIVAL AT VIENTIANE AND REQUIRE RETURN VIA THE 
SAME 

AIRCRAFT TO THE POINT OF EMBARKATION. THIS ARRANGE- 
MENT SHOULD DISPELL ANY CONCERN ON THE PART OF ICEM OR 
AIRLINES ABOUT TICKETING REPATRIATES. WE ARE HOPEFUL, 
HOWEVER, THAT AS WITH THE THREE ARVN OFFICERS PREVIOUSLY 
FLOWN TO VIENTIANE, THERE WILL BE NO REQUIREMENT FOR 
RETURN TRAVEL. IN THIS REGARD. IATF FEELS THAT IT WOULD 
BE DISADVANTAGEOUS TO ALLOW REPATRIATES TO KNOW THAT THE 
USG HAS GUARANTEED FUNDING OF FORCED RETURN FLIGHTS. 

3. WITH LIST OF SUBJECT REPATRIATES NOW IN HAND 
(REFERENCE E), MR. BRATTON IS MAKING FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS. 

MR. BRATTON ADVISES THAT HE IS ARRANGING PREPAID TICKETS 
WITH PAN AMERICAN OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. FOR TRANSMITTAL 
TO PAN AM OFFICE GUAM, WHERE TICKETS WILL BE ISSUED. 

PAN AM OFFICE GUAM WILL BE GIVEN YOUR NAME (PAUPE) AND 
PHONE NUMBER. 

4. AS PART OF THE OVERALL GAME PLAN, IATF ASKS THAT YOU 
CONSIDER (AS APPROPRIATE) INVOLVING UNHCR RPRESENTATIVES, 

O E OR TWO LEADERS OF THE CURRENT MODERATE REPATRIATE 
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LEADERSHIP AND IATF REPRESENTATIVES IN LOW KEY DEPARTURE 
OF THE 21 REPATRIATES. TO ASSIST IN DOCUMENTING THE 
ACTION, IT ALSO APPEARS ADVANTAGEOUS TO HAVE MOVIE FILM 
COVERAGE (PERHAPS BY NAVY PHOTOGRAPHER IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES) 
OF THE DEPARTURE. THE POSSIBILITY OF NEWS MEDIA AT YOUR 
LOCATION SENSING A SIGNIFICANT NEWS STORY MAY RESULT IN 
PRESS INVOLVEMENT. HOULD THIS OCCUR, THE FOLLOWING 
PRESS RELEASE IS OFFERED FOR CONSIDERATION: QTE TWENTY- 
ONE FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARTILLERY 
OFFICER REPATRIATES DEPARTED THE REFUGEE REPATRIATE CAMP 
ON GUAM TODAY FOR VIENTIANE, LAOS ABOARD A (NAME OF 
AIRLINE) AIRCRAFT. THE REPATRIATES WERE IN TRAINING IN 
FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA AT THE TIME THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
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FELL AND ARRIVED ON GUAM (DATE). EACH OF THE TWENTY-ONE 
APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED A VISA FROM THE LAOTIAN EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON. AS HOLDERS OF VALID VISAS, AND IN KEEPING 
WITH CURRENT POLICY, THE US GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO 
ASSIST THE REPATRIATES BY PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION TO ANY 
COUNTRY FOR WHICH A VALID VISA IS HELD. BECAUSE OF 
INSUFFICIENT FUNDS, THE REPATRIATES REQUESTED ASSISTANCE 
FROM AMERICAN AUTHORITIES WHO, IN TURN, REQUESTED THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN MIGRATION, 
(ICEM ) TO ARRANGE FOR AIR TRANSPORT. FOR MANY YEARS THE 
UNITED STATES HAS BEEN ONE OF THIRTY-TWO COUNTRIES 
SUPPORTING THE ICEM. IN ADDITION, FOR MANY WEEKS NOW, ICEM 

HAS BEEN CHARTERING AIR CARRIERS TO TRANSPORT INDOCHINA 
REFUGEES FROM THAILAND. MALAYSIA, KOREA, SINGAPORE AND 
HONG KONG TO THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 

BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 
GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VITNAM HAVE REQUESTED THE UNITED 
NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) TO 
ASSIST THE VIETNAMESE WISHING TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES. 
THE INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE HOPES FOR A REPORT OF PROGRESS 
IN THAT CONNECTION WHEN THE UNHCR RETURNS FROM HIS 
EXPECTED VISIT TO VIETNAM LATER THIS MONTH. IN THE MEAN- 
TIME, THE UNITD STATES CONTINUES TO PROVIDE THE REPA- 
TRIATES WITH FOOD, SHELTER, MEDICAL ATTENTION, RECREATION 
FACILITIES AND OTHER NEEDS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED. UNQTE. 

5. FYI. WE FEEL OBLIGED TO REMIND, HOWEVER, THAT IN 
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IATF'S OPINION, ANY PUBLICITY REPEAT ANY PUBLICITY 
ATTENDENT TO THIS DEPARTURE MAY WELL FORCE THE AVENUE 
BEING USED TO BE CLOSED BY THE LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT. END 
FYI. 

6. EFFORT TO MOVE SUBJECT REPATRIATES TO VIENTIANE ARE 
IN NO WAY DEPENDENT UPON INFORMATION EMANATING FROM 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE, BUT RATHER ARE IN KEEPING 
WITH POLICY TO ASSIST REFUGEES IN MOVING TO ANY COUNTRY 
AUTHORIZING ENTRY. HOWEVER, SINCE ALL REPATRIATION ISSUES 
ARE SENSITIVE TO CURRENT INFORMATION, DISCREET MONITORING 
OF REPATRIATE POPULATION ENTERING LAOS IS DEEMED HIGHLY 
DESIRABLE. KISSINGER 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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